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How to Use This Report

What you're holding

Think of this as your marketing Swiss Army knife for Three Honest Men by

Lawrence Reinhold. Inside you'll find ready-to-deploy sales copy, strategic

keywords, audience profiles, comparison titles, a step-by-step marketing

roadmap, and much more. Every section is designed to be copied, pasted, and

put to work immediately.

Start here: Your first 15 minutes

1. Read the Marketing Plan to understand the big picture and identify which

phase you're in right now.

2. Look for the instruction boxes at the top of each section (they have a light

background and border). They tell you exactly what each asset is, where to use

it, and how to deploy it today.

3. Bookmark 3 sections you need this week (Back Cover Blurb? Comparative

Titles? Keywords?) and start with those.

How to navigate the report

1. For beginners: Copy the content verbatim. It's been AI-analyzed and

optimized. Use it as-is to get results quickly, then refine as you learn what works.

2. For experienced marketers: Use the assets as frameworks. Adapt the

language to match your brand voice, A/B test variations, and combine sections

strategically (Keywords + Tropes + Comps = killer ad targeting).
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3. For ongoing campaigns: Return quarterly to refresh your messaging. Rotate

KDP categories, update ad creative with different themes, and repurpose sales

pitches across new platforms.

Understanding the structure

Each section follows the same pattern: customized instructions (in a gray box,

tells you what it is and how to use it) followed by your custom content (the

actual copy, keywords, or data ready to deploy). The Marketing Resources

section at the very end connects specific tools to the exact sections you'll need

for each platform.
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Book Info

Full Title
Three Honest Men: Second Book in the Head Dragon Series

Book Length
168 pages

Word Count
99,904 words

Report Date
2025-12-14
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Summary

Use this as your elevator pitch for Three Honest Men: A lonely Marine-turned-lawyer
is targeted by undercover FBI agents who suspect him of laundering cartel money,
pulling him into a web of surveillance, criminal intrigue, and shifting loyalties in Los
Angeles. This line captures the book’s collision of espionage, organized crime, and
personal trust—perfect for Goodreads, BookBub, or the opening of your Amazon
description. For ads, add a call-to-action like 'Read the first chapter now' to test which
version drives more engagement.

Carl Mischler wants a quiet life. A former Marine turned lawyer, he spends his nights

nursing beers in the faded glow of The Leather Saddle, a bar where secrets

outnumber patrons. But when the persistent Ed and the captivating Jennifer draw him

into their orbit, Carl’s routine unravels. Ed’s relentless questions—about Carl’s military

past, his finances, his every move—set Carl on edge. Then come the unexplained

police stops, the sense of being watched, and the gnawing suspicion that his new

friends are anything but.

Carl’s instincts are right. Ed and Jennifer are undercover FBI agents, convinced Carl

is laundering money for the Rio Cartel. Without his knowledge, they turn his law

practice into a surveillance hub, pulling him deeper into a world of federal

investigations and criminal intrigue. As Carl partners with the sharp-witted Suraya to

build an immigration law practice, he finds himself surrounded by clients with shadowy

connections and a business partner who sees through every lie.

With each new client and every visit from Ed, Carl’s paranoia grows. He wants to

protect his hard-won life and the people he cares about, but the line between ally and

enemy blurs. In a city where trust is a liability, Carl must decide how far he’ll go to stay

honest—when everyone around him is playing a different game.
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SEO Keywords

For Three Honest Men, combining high-intent search phrases and trope-driven niche
terms with unique world-building entities like Head Dragon Gang and Black Snake
Program ensures your book surfaces for both reader-driven searches and algorithmic
recommendations. This hybrid approach connects your story to fans of legal thrillers,
espionage, and organized crime, while also signaling to Amazon’s system the specific
networks, agencies, and criminal organizations that define your novel’s universe,
maximizing both discoverability and precise audience targeting.

Broad SEO Keywords
External Discoverability — Use these in your blurb, social captions, and website meta tags.

international espionage thriller, organized crime novel, legal thriller with undercover

agents, Chinese triad crime fiction, FBI sting operation novel, lawyer caught in

conspiracy, undercover investigation suspense, crime fiction set in Los Angeles,

immigration law drama, cartel money laundering story, covert operations suspense,

spy novel with legal intrigue, intelligence agency fiction, action thriller with global

stakes, corruption in law enforcement novel, crime syndicate power struggle, military

veteran protagonist thriller, cross-cultural crime drama, high stakes legal drama, dark

crime fiction series

Backend KDP Keywords
The 7 Slots — Select 7 phrases from the categories below. Mix Search (A/B) with Clustering

(C) for best results.

A. Long-Tail Search Phrases

• espionage thriller for adults

• crime novel with legal intrigue

• international crime fiction series

• organized crime thriller with spies
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• legal suspense for fans of action

• undercover agent crime drama

• lawyer protagonist crime thriller

B. Trope & Micro-Niche Phrases

• reluctant hero manipulated by authorities

• undercover investigation gone wrong

• crime syndicate power struggle

• innocent man framed by law enforcement

• cross cultural partnership in crime fiction

• betrayal and shifting alliances

• violent cartel operations

C. Clustering Entities

• Head Dragon Gang

• Black Snake Program

• Ministry of Security

• The Company covert agency

• Rio Cartel
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Comparisons

Comps prove to retailers and reviewers that an audience already exists for Three
Honest Men. For example, when applying for a BookBub Featured Deal, reference
Dead Fall by Brad Thor and The Collector by Daniel Silva to demonstrate your book's
appeal to fans of bestselling international espionage thrillers. In your social ads,
create a carousel where the first frame says, 'If you loved Only the Dead or Forgotten
War…' and the second frame finishes, '…you'll binge Three Honest Men.' For Amazon
ads, test targeting readers of The Chaos Agent and Code Red, as these audiences
are already engaged with high-stakes, action-packed thrillers involving intelligence
agencies and criminal syndicates. Run parallel ads with different comps, such as
Simply Lies for readers who enjoy psychological twists, and let real-time ROAS
determine which narrative resonates best. You may discover that fans of Inside Threat
or The Last Kingdom convert even better, revealing unexpected genre overlaps that
can expand your book's reach.

Book Title Similarities Differences

Dead Fall
Brad Thor

Both novels feature complex
international espionage,
covert operations, and

protagonists who are drawn
into global conspiracies

involving intelligence agencies
and criminal organizations.

Dead Fall centers on a single
elite operative, Scot Harvath,
and focuses more on military

action and geopolitical
intrigue, while Three Honest

Men weaves together multiple
perspectives, including

lawyers, FBI agents, and
organized crime figures, with a
strong emphasis on personal
loyalties and moral ambiguity.
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The Collector
Daniel Silva

Both books delve into the
world of international intrigue,

featuring intelligence
agencies, undercover

operations, and high-stakes
criminal enterprises.

The Collector is centered
around art theft and the
Mossad, with a focus on
Gabriel Allon's expertise,

whereas Three Honest Men
incorporates the FBI, Chinese
Triads, and a broader cast of

characters from diverse
backgrounds.

Forgotten War
Don Bentley

Both novels involve former
military operatives entangled
in dangerous conspiracies,

with action spanning multiple
countries and a blend of

personal and professional
stakes.

Forgotten War is more
focused on military

brotherhood and battlefield
action, while Three Honest
Men explores legal intrigue,
undercover investigations,

and organized crime
alongside its action

sequences.

Only the Dead
Jack Carr

Both feature protagonists with
military backgrounds who

become embroiled in
international plots involving
espionage, betrayal, and

high-level government
corruption.

Only the Dead is more of a
revenge-driven thriller with a

single protagonist, while Three
Honest Men is a

multi-threaded narrative with
intersecting storylines

involving law, crime, and
intelligence.

The Chaos Agent
Mark Greaney

Both books center on
intelligence operatives

navigating a web of
international intrigue,

double-crosses, and violent
confrontations with criminal

syndicates.

The Chaos Agent is part of the
Gray Man series and focuses

on a lone operative, while
Three Honest Men features a
broader ensemble cast and a

deeper exploration of legal
and criminal intersections.

Countdown
James Patterson and

Brendan DuBois

Both novels are fast-paced
thrillers involving government

agencies, undercover
operations, and protagonists
caught in a web of deception

and danger.

Countdown is more of a
ticking-clock suspense thriller

with a focus on preventing
catastrophe, while Three
Honest Men is a layered
narrative exploring the

personal costs of espionage
and organized crime.
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Simply Lies
David Baldacci

Both books feature
protagonists who are

manipulated by unseen forces
and must unravel complex

conspiracies involving crime
and law enforcement.

Simply Lies is more of a
psychological thriller with a

focus on deception and mind
games, while Three Honest

Men incorporates international
espionage, organized crime,
and action-driven plotlines.

Code Red
Kyle Mills (continuing
Vince Flynn's series)

Both novels involve
intelligence agencies, covert
operations, and protagonists

who must navigate dangerous
alliances and betrayals on a

global stage.

Code Red is part of the Mitch
Rapp series and focuses on

counterterrorism, while Three
Honest Men blends legal

drama, organized crime, and
espionage with a more diverse

cast.

Inside Threat
Matthew Quirk

Both books feature
protagonists who are thrust

into high-stakes conspiracies
involving government

agencies, betrayal, and the
struggle to survive against

overwhelming odds.

Inside Threat is set primarily in
a single, high-pressure
location and focuses on
political suspense, while
Three Honest Men spans

multiple countries and criminal
organizations with a broader

narrative scope.

The Last Kingdom
Steve Berry

Both novels weave together
historical intrigue, international
crime, and the involvement of

secretive organizations
manipulating events from the

shadows.

The Last Kingdom leans more
into historical mystery and

treasure hunting, while Three
Honest Men is grounded in
contemporary espionage,

legal drama, and organized
crime.
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Genres

For Three Honest Men, set Espionage Thriller as your primary genre to target readers
of complex spy fiction like Daniel Silva or John le Carré. Use Crime Fiction as a
secondary slot to reach fans of legal and organized crime dramas. Add International
Noir for audiences drawn to morally ambiguous, cross-border intrigue. In ads,
highlight the FBI sting, Triad power struggles, and the Afghanistan-China settings to
maximize genre crossover appeal.

Espionage Thriller 60%

Crime Fiction 25%

International Noir 15%
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Synopsis

When preparing a professional synopsis for Three Honest Men, focus on delivering a
full narrative breakdown that allows agents, editors, and publishers to evaluate the
book’s structure, character arcs, and thematic depth. Your synopsis should cover all
major plot points, including Carl Mischler’s unwitting entanglement in FBI surveillance,
the complex partnership with Suraya, the infiltration of his law practice by both federal
agents and Chinese intelligence, and the violent rise of Pui Chu Dong within the Head
Dragon Gang. Detail the intersection of the criminal underworld and intelligence
agencies, the betrayal and survival of John Mischler, and the climactic confrontation in
China that cements Pui Chu’s power and redefines Carl’s fate. Be explicit about the
irony embedded in the title Three Honest Men, and how each protagonist’s arc
subverts the notion of honesty. Avoid marketing language; instead, use a neutral,
fact-driven tone that reveals the complete story, including the ending, so industry
professionals can judge the pacing, structure, and payoff. For example, rather than
teasing Carl’s paranoia, state outright that Ed Moskalek is an undercover FBI agent
manipulating Carl, and that the final act sees Carl, John, and Pui Chu violently repel a
U.S. Special Operations assault. This approach ensures your synopsis functions as a
comprehensive tool for industry gatekeepers, not as a promotional blurb.

Three Honest Men, the second installment in the Head Dragon series, is a complex,

multi-threaded thriller that intricately weaves together international espionage,

organized crime, and personal loyalty, centering on the journey of Carl Mischler, a

former Marine and now a Los Angeles attorney. The novel opens with Carl’s search

for companionship in the shadowy country-western bars of LA County, where he

meets Ed Moskalek and Jennifer Aguilar. While Carl is initially attracted to Jennifer, it

is Ed who aggressively pursues a friendship, probing Carl’s background and subtly

inserting himself into Carl’s life. Carl’s unease grows as he experiences repeated,

unexplained police stops and Ed’s relentless questioning, fueling a mounting

paranoia.

The narrative soon reveals that Ed and Jennifer are undercover FBI agents

investigating the Rio Cartel. Carl’s modest lifestyle and military background make him
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a prime suspect for laundering cartel money. Unbeknownst to him, Ed manipulates

Carl into participating in the "Black Snake Program," a covert operation that allows the

FBI to monitor Carl’s law practice and personal life. This surveillance is justified by the

suspicion that Carl’s lack of assets is a deliberate tactic to avoid detection.

Carl’s professional life shifts when he loses his job with union trust funds and forms a

partnership with Suraya Asan binti Abdullah, a perceptive Malaysian Chinese

paralegal. Together, they build a thriving immigration law practice serving the Chinese

community. Suraya’s insight and integrity become a stabilizing influence for Carl, and

their relationship deepens both professionally and romantically. However, Ed

continues his intrusive visits, and Carl’s suspicions about being surveilled intensify,

especially as he notices Ed’s discomfort around certain clients.

A pivotal plotline emerges with Norman, a well-connected figure who refers

high-profile Chinese clients to Carl and Suraya. Norman’s controlling behavior and the

questionable nature of his referrals raise red flags. During a visit, Ed’s reaction to

Norman’s Chinese name, Ming-Chen Tu, exposes Norman as the Director for

Commercial Espionage for China’s Ministry of Security. Carl’s practice is now a

valuable intelligence asset, and the FBI’s interest in his clients becomes overt when

Li-Hua Fan, one of Norman’s referrals, is arrested in a prostitution sting. Ed’s efforts to

distance himself from representing her further confirm Carl’s suspicions that his clients

are being targeted by federal authorities.

The story then shifts to the internal dynamics of the Chinese Triad, the Head Dragon

Gang. Pui Chu Dong, the favored protégé of the aging Dragon, is positioned by her

confidante, Big Sister, to succeed him. Pui Chu, shaped by years of abuse and

servitude, is a brilliant strategist who orchestrates a violent takeover of a satellite

broadcast frequency used by Carl’s client, Man Sang Lou. The operation, led by

enforcer Rong-Chun, involves sabotage, blackmail, and ultimately the kidnapping and

murder of Man Sang’s associates, culminating in the destruction of his business.

As the criminal and intelligence worlds collide, the FBI, through Ed, launches sting

operations targeting counterfeit goods, ensnaring more of Carl’s clients and flipping

them into informants. This escalation sets the stage for a larger trap: Pui Chu,

operating from China, initiates a forty-million-dollar letter of credit fraud scheme. Her
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operatives, unaware, walk into the FBI’s sting, and Ed uses Carl to file a civil suit as

cover for the ongoing investigation. Carl, now deeply suspicious, senses he is being

manipulated as part of a broader federal operation.

The narrative introduces Carl’s brother, John Mischler, a globe-trotting motorcyclist

with a secretive past. During a family reunion, John—an ex-black-ops soldier known

as "The Machinist"—immediately identifies Ed as an intelligence operative and warns

Carl about the surveillance. John’s covert identity is confirmed when Mossad recruits

him for a high-profile assassination in Iran. However, the mission is a ruse: the CIA’s

Director and The Company’s Director of Covert Operations, Hannibal, blackmail John

into eliminating a Russian mole within the CIA. The operation succeeds, but John is

betrayed and left for dead in Tajikistan by his handler and a Mossad agent.

Carl, desperate to save his brother, receives a cryptic call from Mohammed, a friend

of John’s, and realizes that only Pui Chu has the resources to help. He contacts her

using emergency numbers she provided, and she agrees to orchestrate John’s

rescue, warning that there will be a price. Pui Chu’s network extracts John and nurses

him back to health in China, cementing a new alliance.

Carl’s trajectory takes another sharp turn when he accepts a lucrative anti-corruption

post in Afghanistan, where he befriends warlord Atash Shuri. Ed resurfaces in Kabul,

ostensibly to defend a Marine but in reality to leverage his relationship with Carl for

intelligence on Shuri. The assignment ends in tragedy when a car bomb detonates in

a market; Ed sacrifices himself to shield Carl, dying in the blast while Carl is gravely

injured.

The final act converges in China, where Dragon retires and names Pui Chu his

successor, blessing her marriage to John. Their union is immediately tested when a

U.S. Special Operations team assaults their compound in an attempt to eliminate

John. In a brutal firefight, Pui Chu, John, and Carl kill the entire team. The incident,

observed by Agent Michaela Jafari, compels the U.S. government to retreat after

China lodges a formal diplomatic protest.

The novel concludes with Pui Chu consolidating her power as Head Dragon,

neutralizing American threats, and bringing Carl, John, and Suraya under her
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protection. In the closing scene, Pui Chu informs Carl that his new role is to manage

the legitimate international business interests of Atash Shuri, binding him to the very

criminal networks he once sought to avoid. The title Three Honest Men is revealed as

deeply ironic: Carl, striving for integrity but manipulated by all sides; Ed, the

undercover agent whose life is built on deception yet dies a hero; and John, the

assassin who lives by a strict personal code. The story’s structure is tightly woven,

with intersecting arcs that build to a violent and emotionally resonant climax,

demonstrating clear character development and a strong narrative payoff.
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KDP Categories

Suggestions

Email your distributor (KDP, Kobo, IngramSpark, etc.) today with these three category
requests: Fiction > Thrillers > Espionage, Fiction > Mystery & Detective > International
Mystery & Crime, and Fiction > Action & Adventure > Organized Crime. This will
ensure browsing algorithms lock your book, Three Honest Men, into the most relevant
discovery paths before launch. Later, consider swapping one slot for a seasonal or
trending niche, such as Fiction > Thrillers > Crime near the holidays when crime fiction
surges. If you notice the top-100 entry barrier in Espionage or International Mystery &
Crime becomes too competitive, pivot to a less crowded but related niche like Fiction
> Literary > Psychological to maximize your bestseller tag and free visibility. Track
your daily sales ranks and adjust your categories as needed to maintain optimal
discoverability for this international espionage and organized crime thriller.

• Fiction

• Thrillers

• Espionage

• Crime

• Mystery & Detective

• International Mystery & Crime

• Hard-Boiled

• Fiction

• Action & Adventure

• International

• Organized Crime

• Fiction

• Literary

• Psychological
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Themes

Use the theme 'the ambiguity of morality and the illusion of honesty' as a provocative
question in Facebook Groups: 'Can anyone truly be honest when every side is playing
a different game?' Feature this phrase in blog headlines to attract readers interested
in ethical dilemmas and psychological thrillers. Feed theme statements about
surveillance and chosen family into sentiment analysis to identify which emotional
angles—paranoia, betrayal, or loyalty—resonate most for future ad copy.

The ambiguity of morality and the illusion of honesty: Three Honest Men

interrogates what it means to be 'honest' in a world where every character is

compromised by conflicting loyalties and hidden agendas. Carl, Ed, and John each

embody a different facet of honesty—legal, institutional, and personal—yet all are

forced to betray their own codes. The novel suggests that in the shadowy

intersections of law, espionage, and organized crime, honesty is not a virtue but a

mask, and survival depends on the ability to navigate moral gray zones.

The corrosive effects of surveillance and manipulation: The story is saturated with

layers of observation, from the FBI’s covert monitoring of Carl’s law practice to the

intelligence games played by Chinese and American agencies. Characters are

constantly watched, used, and deceived, their autonomy eroded by forces beyond

their control. This theme explores the psychological toll of living under constant

scrutiny, raising questions about trust, agency, and the cost of being a pawn in larger

geopolitical games.

The search for belonging and the formation of chosen families: Amidst violence

and betrayal, the characters in Three Honest Men are driven by a longing for

connection and loyalty. Carl’s partnership with Suraya, John’s alliance with Pui Chu,

and the eventual merging of their fates reflect a yearning for stability and acceptance

in a world defined by shifting allegiances. The novel posits that true family is forged

not by blood, but by shared trials and mutual protection, even when those bonds are

born in the crucible of crime and espionage.
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Book Tropes

To promote Three Honest Men on social media, hashtag a single trope like
#UndercoverAgents to tap into the suspense and deception at the heart of the story,
or combine two tropes—such as 'Reluctant Hero + Double Cross'—to create a
gripping Reel caption: 'What happens when the man everyone manipulates becomes
the only one who can save them all?' Use clips or quotes showing Carl’s paranoia as
the FBI closes in, or Pui Chu’s ruthless rise to power, to target viewers who linger on
found family dynamics or criminal mastermind intrigue. Performance marketers can
retarget viewers with a carousel of trope-driven moments: Carl and Suraya’s
partnership, John’s betrayal and rescue, or the explosive final showdown in China,
letting the algorithm match each reader to the trope that hooks them most.

Undercover Agents: In Three Honest Men, the trope of undercover agents is central

to the plot. Carl Mischler is unknowingly targeted by FBI agents Ed Moskalek and

Jennifer Aguilar, who embed themselves in his life under false pretenses. Their covert

investigation and manipulation of Carl’s law practice drive much of the suspense and

paranoia, highlighting the dangers and ethical ambiguities of undercover work.

Reluctant Hero: Carl Mischler embodies the reluctant hero trope in Three Honest

Men. Initially seeking only companionship and a quiet life, Carl is repeatedly pulled

into dangerous situations by forces beyond his control—first by the FBI, then by

organized crime, and finally by international espionage. Despite his hesitations and

desire for normalcy, Carl is forced to take action to protect himself and those he cares

about.

Found Family: The found family trope is woven throughout Three Honest Men as

Carl, Suraya, John, and eventually Pui Chu form a close-knit group bound by loyalty

and shared adversity. Despite their disparate backgrounds and initial mistrust, they

come together to support and protect one another, especially in the face of betrayal

and violence from outside forces.
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Double Cross and Betrayal: Betrayal is a recurring theme in Three Honest Men.

John is set up and nearly killed by his own handlers, Carl is manipulated by both law

enforcement and criminal elements, and alliances constantly shift. The story thrives

on double-crosses, making trust a rare and dangerous commodity for every character

involved.

Criminal Mastermind: Pui Chu Dong exemplifies the criminal mastermind trope in

Three Honest Men. As the strategic and ruthless successor to the Head Dragon

Gang, she orchestrates complex operations, outmaneuvers both law enforcement and

rival criminals, and ultimately secures her power. Her intelligence and ability to

manipulate events from behind the scenes make her a formidable force in the

narrative.
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Target Audience

For Three Honest Men, segment campaigns by legal thriller fans seeking authenticity,
espionage readers craving global intrigue, women drawn to powerful female
antiheroes, and those interested in immigrant and cross-cultural drama. Use targeted
ads on legal and espionage forums, women’s crime fiction communities, and diaspora
book clubs. Tailor landing pages and messaging to highlight the book’s morally
complex characters, international scope, and subversion of genre tropes.

1. Disillusioned Legal Thriller Enthusiast
Demographics: Age 34-48; Juris Doctor or Master's degree; Upper-middle class;

Mid-career professionals, often single or divorced

Lifestyle: Long work hours, decompresses with dark fiction

Reading Motivations: Drawn to morally ambiguous protagonists and legal intrigue;

Seeks realistic depictions of law, crime, and government overreach; Enjoys unraveling

complex conspiracies

Other Interests: True crime podcasts, Political thrillers, Debating current events,

Attending legal seminars

Media Habits: Discovers books via Legal thriller forums, Reddit r/legalthrillers,

Amazon recommendations; Active on Twitter, LinkedIn
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2. Espionage and International Intrigue Aficionado
Demographics: Age 29-42; Bachelor's degree or higher; Middle to upper-middle

class; Young to mid-career professionals, often single

Lifestyle: Active social life, travel-oriented, news junkie

Reading Motivations: Seeks adrenaline from high-stakes international plots; Enjoys

stories with shifting alliances and betrayals; Wants to immerse in worlds of espionage,

organized crime, and covert operations

Other Interests: Spy movies and TV series, Geopolitical analysis, Travel to

international destinations, Martial arts or shooting sports

Media Habits: Discovers books via Spybrary podcast, YouTube book reviewers,

Goodreads espionage lists; Active on Reddit r/spyfiction, YouTube

3. Female Power and Underworld Dynamics Seeker
Demographics: Age 31-44; Bachelor's degree or higher; Middle class; Professionals

or graduate students, often single or in non-traditional relationships

Lifestyle: Socially conscious, career-driven, values strong female role models

Reading Motivations: Seeks stories with complex, powerful female characters like

Pui Chu; Interested in the intersection of gender, crime, and global power; Wants

narratives that subvert traditional gender roles

Other Interests: Women’s leadership podcasts, Asian cinema and literature, True

crime documentaries, International affairs

Media Habits: Discovers books via Bookstagram accounts focused on strong women,

Women in crime fiction blogs, Asian American book clubs; Active on Instagram,

Facebook Groups
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4. Immigrant Experience and Cross-Cultural Drama Reader
Demographics: Age 28-38; Bachelor's degree or higher; Lower-middle to middle

class; First- or second-generation immigrants, young professionals

Lifestyle: Community-oriented, balancing multiple cultural influences

Reading Motivations: Seeks validation and insight into immigrant struggles and

triumphs; Interested in stories about navigating legal and criminal systems as

outsiders; Wants to see nuanced portrayals of cross-cultural relationships

Other Interests: Immigration advocacy, Multicultural cuisine, Community organizing,

Watching international dramas

Media Habits: Discovers books via Community centers, Ethnic media outlets, Word

of mouth; Active on WeChat, Facebook
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Sales Pitches

Stuck on how to pitch Three Honest Men? Start by borrowing a full line from the
pitches above, like 'Step into the shadows of Three Honest Men, where a
Marine-turned-lawyer’s quiet life unravels under the watchful eyes of undercover
agents.' Once you’re comfortable, swap out the verb or emotional hook to fit your
platform—try 'Immerse yourself in Carl Mischler’s unraveling world' for Instagram, or
'Navigate the legal and moral minefields of Three Honest Men' for LinkedIn. Growth
hackers: label each version with UTM tags so you can track whether suspense,
character focus, or existential themes drive more clicks and sales.

Step into the shadows of Three Honest Men, where a Marine-turned-lawyer’s quiet life

unravels under the watchful eyes of undercover agents. If you crave slow-burn

suspense and moral ambiguity, Carl Mischler’s world will keep you guessing until the

last page.

What happens when trust is a liability? Three Honest Men plunges you into a city of

secrets, where every friendship hides an agenda. Perfect for fans of legal thrillers and

character-driven mysteries, this novel asks: how honest can you be when everyone’s

watching?

In Three Honest Men, Carl just wants peace, but paranoia and intrigue close in fast.

With FBI agents, cartel suspicions, and a partner who sees through every lie, this is a

gripping tale for readers who love their thrillers with a side of existential doubt.

Looking for a legal thriller with heart and grit? Three Honest Men delivers a tense,

atmospheric ride through loyalty, deception, and survival. Join Carl as he navigates a

world where even the most honest man can’t escape suspicion.
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Sales Pitches

By Audience

If today's newsletter is targeting fans of international espionage thrillers, use the pitch
crafted for 'fans of international espionage thrillers' and send it out. For BookBub or
Amazon ads, match each pitch to its audience: pair the Triad fiction pitch with
keywords like 'Triad novel' or 'Asian organized crime,' and the legal drama pitch with
'legal thriller' or 'courtroom suspense.' Monitor your ad dashboards: if the 'morally
ambiguous protagonists' segment surpasses a 3% click-through rate, increase its
daily budget to maximize reach among readers who love complex, unpredictable
characters. Rotate pitches to test which audience—crime fiction lovers, action-family
drama fans, or those seeking strong female antiheroes—responds best to Three
Honest Men.

fans of international espionage thrillers
Dive into Three Honest Men for a labyrinthine journey through FBI stings, Chinese

Triads, and covert CIA operations. If you crave globe-trotting intrigue and morally

complex heroes, this second entry in the Head Dragon series is your next obsession.

readers of crime fiction and legal dramas
If you love legal thrillers with a gritty edge, Three Honest Men delivers. Follow Carl

Mischler, a Marine-turned-lawyer, as he’s ensnared in a web of cartel money,

undercover agents, and high-stakes courtroom drama.

fans of morally ambiguous protagonists
Meet Carl, Ed, and John in Three Honest Men—three men whose shifting loyalties

and personal codes blur the line between hero and villain. This is a novel for readers

who savor characters as unpredictable as the plot.
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readers interested in Chinese organized crime and Triad fiction
Step inside the world of the Head Dragon Gang in Three Honest Men. With power

struggles, brutal violence, and a formidable female strategist, this novel is a must-read

for anyone fascinated by Triad lore and Asian crime syndicates.

fans of strong female strategists and antiheroes
Pui Chu Dong, the mastermind of Three Honest Men, is a force to be reckoned with. If

you’re drawn to cunning, complex women who command the criminal underworld, this

book will keep you riveted.

readers who enjoy family drama woven into action
At its heart, Three Honest Men is about brotherhood, betrayal, and survival. The bond

between Carl and John—tested by espionage, violence, and impossible

choices—adds emotional depth to this high-octane thriller.
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Comparisons

Narrative Crossroads

When pitching 'Three Honest Men', use mash-ups like 'The Spy Who Came in from
the Cold meets Donnie Brasco' to instantly signal the novel’s blend of espionage,
undercover tension, and moral ambiguity. For podcast outreach, highlight how
Reinhold’s work combines the psychological complexity of Le Carré with the
real-world grit of mafia infiltration, appealing to listeners who crave both cerebral and
visceral thrills. On Reddit, spark discussion by comparing the book’s surveillance
themes to Little Brother and its criminal entanglements to Infernal Affairs, inviting fans
of both to weigh in on the novel’s unique take. For guest articles, expand on how
'Three Honest Men' fuses the immersive crime reporting of Tokyo Vice with the legal
and ethical dilemmas of Michael Clayton, positioning it as essential reading for
anyone fascinated by the intersection of law, crime, and global intrigue.

The Spy Who Came in from the Cold meets Donnie Brasco
Where the bleak, morally ambiguous world of Cold War espionage in The Spy Who

Came in from the Cold collides with the nerve-shredding tension of undercover

infiltration in Donnie Brasco, you'll discover 'Three Honest Men', a novel that threads

its protagonist through a labyrinth of surveillance, double-crosses, and shifting

allegiances. Like Le Carré’s classic, Reinhold’s story is steeped in paranoia and the

corrosive effects of betrayal, but it also plunges into the gritty, day-to-day realities of

living under constant suspicion, much like Pistone’s descent into the mafia. The result

is a relentless, character-driven thriller where the lines between lawman and criminal,

patriot and pawn, are not just blurred—they’re obliterated.
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Infernal Affairs meets Little Brother
At the intersection of the high-stakes, identity-shattering cat-and-mouse games of

Infernal Affairs and the pervasive, technology-driven surveillance state of Little

Brother, 'Three Honest Men' emerges as a razor-edged exploration of trust,

manipulation, and the cost of being watched. The novel’s entanglement of undercover

agents, criminal syndicates, and unwitting pawns echoes the relentless tension of

Hong Kong’s finest crime thriller, while its depiction of the FBI’s invasive monitoring of

Carl’s life channels the chilling prescience of Cory Doctorow’s vision. Here, every

relationship is suspect, every conversation a potential trap, and the very tools of

justice become weapons of control.

Tokyo Vice meets Michael Clayton
Where the immersive, street-level reporting on organized crime in Tokyo Vice

converges with the legal intrigue and moral compromise of Michael Clayton, readers

will find 'Three Honest Men' perfectly positioned as a globe-spanning legal thriller with

a noir heart. Reinhold’s protagonist, like Jake Adelstein, is drawn deep into the

underbelly of international syndicates, but with the added complexity of legal

machinations and ethical gray zones reminiscent of George Clooney’s fixer. The

novel’s shifting settings—from Los Angeles dive bars to Afghan war zones and

Chinese strongholds—create a relentless sense of motion, while its characters

navigate a world where the law is just another tool in the arsenal of the powerful.
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Sales Copy

For Three Honest Men, start by using the headline 'Trust Is a Liability in Three Honest
Men' and the opening hook about Carl Mischler’s disrupted quiet life as your
Kickstarter or landing-page hero section. These lines are crafted to immediately
immerse readers in Carl’s world of suspicion and shifting alliances. When segmenting
your messaging, use the pain point—Carl’s growing paranoia and the relentless FBI
scrutiny—in retargeting ads to tap into readers’ appetite for psychological tension.
Highlight the promise—Carl’s fight to protect his life and the people he cares about in
a city where trust is dangerous—in a pinned social post to draw in fans of legal and
crime thrillers. For proof, reference the book’s grounded depiction of undercover
operations, cartel suspicion, and the unique blend of legal and crime drama in
cold-outreach emails. If you’re working with a CRO specialist, heat-map which
section—such as the line 'every conversation could be a trap and every ally might be
an enemy'—keeps readers engaged the longest, and use that language in every
top-of-page asset to maximize impact.

Trust Is a Liability in Three Honest Men

A Marine-turned-lawyer is drawn into a web of FBI surveillance, cartel suspicion, and

shifting alliances in Los Angeles.

Carl Mischler just wants a quiet life, but when two strangers walk into his favorite bar,

his world tilts into suspicion and danger.

Follow Carl as he navigates relentless FBI scrutiny, clients with secrets, and a law

practice that’s become a front for a federal sting. With every new case and every visit

from Ed and Jennifer, Carl’s paranoia grows—and so does the risk. Surrounded by

undercover agents and criminal intrigue, he must decide who to trust and how far he’ll

go to protect what matters. Three Honest Men is a tightly woven legal thriller where

every conversation could be a trap and every ally might be an enemy.

Pick up Three Honest Men today and see how far one man will go to stay honest

when everyone else is playing a different game.
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Don’t wait—discover the secrets inside Three Honest Men before someone else

spoils the twists.
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Press Release

Send the release unaltered to local media this week—many outlets paste it verbatim.
Next, clip out the quote block, refresh it with a timely stat like 'Pre-orders for Three
Honest Men up 312% over last year,' and queue follow-ups in a PR CRM like Cision; a
gentle nudge seven days later doubles pickup rates without rewriting the entire sheet.
For LinkedIn, spin the same release into an article, tagging local crime reporters or
legal influencers to spark secondary shares, especially given the book’s timely focus
on surveillance, trust, and the blurred lines between law and criminality.

Former Marine Lawyer Drawn Into FBI Sting in Gritty New Thriller

Lawrence Reinhold’s Three Honest Men pits a haunted veteran against
undercover agents and cartel suspicion in a city where trust is dangerous.

Carl Mischler just wants to keep his head down, but the city won’t let him. When two

strangers—Ed with his probing questions and Jennifer with her easy charm—pull Carl

into their confidence, his carefully built routine begins to unravel. Soon, unexplained

police stops and a creeping sense of surveillance force Carl to question everything

and everyone around him. In a world where secrets are currency, Carl’s fight to stay

honest becomes a battle for survival.

At The Leather Saddle, Carl’s nights used to be quiet—until Ed and Jennifer’s arrival.

Their relentless curiosity isn’t just small talk; they’re undercover FBI, convinced Carl is

laundering money for the Rio Cartel. Without his knowledge, his law office becomes a

surveillance outpost, and every client could be a threat or a trap. Partnering with the

sharp Suraya, Carl tries to build something real in the shadows, but the city’s

undercurrent of suspicion keeps pulling him under. As Carl’s paranoia mounts, so

does the danger, blurring the line between friend and foe. In an era when privacy feels

like a relic and trust is in short supply, Three Honest Men captures the tension of living

under constant watch—and the cost of trying to stay true.
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I wanted to write a story where honesty is both a shield and a target. Carl’s

struggle is about more than clearing his name—it’s about holding onto your

sense of self when the world is determined to shake it loose. I hope readers

feel that tension and root for him, even when the odds are stacked.

About the Author:
[Add a 2-3 sentence bio highlighting the author's credentials, previous publications, awards, or

relevant expertise that establishes their authority to write this book.]

Availability:
[Insert publication date, formats available (hardcover, paperback, ebook, audiobook), price

points, and where readers can purchase (Amazon, Barnes & Noble, IndieBound, author

website, etc.)]

Media Contact:
[Add publicist or author contact name, email, phone number, and website for review copies,

interview requests, or additional information.]
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Blog Series Outline

Unpacking the Gritty Realities of Trust and Deception in 'Three Honest Men'

The series begins with spoiler-free introductions to the characters and the world

of the novel. It gradually introduces mild spoilers by focusing on specific

character dynamics and thematic questions raised in the early chapters. Each

post builds on the last, peeling back layers of the story's central mystery without

revealing the core plot. The voice will be direct, matter-of-fact, and cynical,

mirroring the book's narrative style.

Post 1
You Can Tell a Lot About a Place by Its Smell: First Impressions
in 'Three Honest Men'

Establishing atmosphere and character through sensory details, particularly in the

novel's opening scenes.

This post covers:

• How the grimy setting of The Leather Saddle reflects the characters' internal

states.

• Using the protagonist Carl's observational nature to build character.

• The difference between what a place is and what it pretends to be.
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Post 2
More is Said When Nothing is Spoken: The Dance Between Carl
and Jennifer

Analyzing non-verbal communication and physical chemistry as primary forms of

character development.

This post covers:

• The initial, powerful physical attraction between Carl and Jennifer.

• How their dancing reveals their personalities and desires without dialogue.

• The tension created by unspoken intentions and observations.

Post 3
Meeting Ed: A Study in Calculated Presence

Introducing a character who is an enigma and analyzing his calculated behavior and

appearance.

This post covers:

• Ed's introduction is deliberate and observational, not accidental.

• His clothing and posture are a uniform designed to project a specific image.

• The power dynamics established through his method of questioning.
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Post 4
The Bogus Traffic Stop: When Paranoia is Just Good Sense

Exploring the theme of surveillance and how the protagonist's suspicion is

systematically proven to be justified.

This post covers:

• The repeated, baseless traffic stops as a form of harassment.

• Carl's righteous anger versus the officers' procedural coldness.

• The unsettling feeling of being targeted by an unseen, organized force.

Post 5
Everyone Has a Story: Backstory as a Weapon and a Shield

Analyzing how characters in the novel reveal their pasts strategically, as a form of

defense, misdirection, or intelligence gathering.

This post covers:

• Carl's detailed recounting of his life story to Ed is a defensive maneuver to satisfy

an interrogation.

• Ed's own impressive backstory is a form of misdirection, creating a persona.

• The transactional nature of their supposed 'friendship'.
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Post 6
Three Men, Three Versions of Honesty

Exploring the central theme of 'honesty' and its different, often conflicting,

interpretations by the main characters.

This post covers:

• Carl's blunt, confrontational honesty is tied to a rigid personal code.

• Ed's deceptive nature serves a mission-oriented 'honesty' where the ends justify

the means.

• John Mischler's professional, detached honesty as an assassin who fulfills his

contracts.

Post 7
The Women Who See: Jennifer, Suraya, and Pui Chu

Highlighting the pivotal roles of the female characters as observers, catalysts, and

formidable power players in their own right.

This post covers:

• Jennifer's role as an agent is more complex than a simple honey trap.

• Suraya's sharp observations and unwavering loyalty to Carl.

• Pui Chu's introduction as a major, and perhaps the ultimate, power broker in the

story.
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Post 8
The Gray Area: Where Law, Crime, and Espionage Meet

The blurring lines between the 'good guys' and the 'bad guys,' and the moral

ambiguity that defines the novel's world.

This post covers:

• The FBI's 'Black Snake Program' operates in a moral gray area, using deception

as a primary tool.

• Carl's unwitting involvement with Chinese intelligence through his client, Norman.

• The central idea that in this world, everyone is using everyone else for their own

ends.
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Reader Magnet Ideas

To maximize the impact of these reader magnets for Three Honest Men, focus on a
multi-platform strategy. Your primary goal is to convert readers into dedicated
newsletter subscribers. Offer "The Machinist's Respite" as the main incentive for
signing up on your website and in the back matter of the book; its blend of action and
romance has broad appeal and directly addresses a key relationship fans are invested
in. Use the other, more character-focused pieces like "The Aguilar Debriefing" and
"The Tip Line" on social media to spark discussion. For example, post a snippet of
Ed's internal monologue from "The Tip Line" and ask readers, "Was Ed justified?" to
drive engagement.

When creating the content, lean into the book's core strengths: espionage, moral
ambiguity, and complex characters. For "The Dragon's Favorite," do not shy away
from the darkness; that is what makes Pui Chu compelling. For "A Matter of Trust,"
highlight Suraya's intelligence and agency, making her a character readers want to
root for before they even open the main book. Keep the tone consistent with the
novel's thriller pacing, ensuring each magnet ends on a note that makes reading
Three Honest Men feel urgent and necessary.

Promote these magnets as "classified files" or "lost chapters" from the Head Dragon
Series. During a book launch or promotion, you can "declassify" one magnet per week
on your blog or newsletter to build momentum. Mention that these free stories provide
crucial context for the events in Three Honest Men and hint at plot points for future
books. This strategy not only rewards existing fans but also creates a compelling,
low-risk entry point for new readers, turning casual interest into a loyal following.
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Idea 1
The Tip Line: An Ed Moskalek POV

This bonus chapter retells the first time Ed calls in a fake drunk driving tip on Carl, but

from Ed's perspective. Witness his cold professionalism, his internal analysis of Carl's

character, and the tense moments as he listens to the police scanner, waiting to see if

his trap works.

Why this works: Readers of Three Honest Men are fascinated by the cat-and-mouse

game between Ed and Carl. This chapter provides a chilling look inside the mind of the

hunter, revealing the calculated methods and potential doubts of the FBI agent who sets

the book's central conflict in motion.

Idea 2
The Dragon's Favorite: A Secret Journal

This is a short, harrowing journal entry written by a teenage Pui Chu Dong shortly

after the events of her sixteenth birthday. It reveals her private thoughts on Dragon's

appetites, her burgeoning ambition, and the cold calculus she begins to apply to her

own survival and rise to power.

Why this works: Pui Chu is one of the most powerful and enigmatic characters in the

book. This raw, personal account provides a crucial glimpse into her origins, explaining

the source of her ruthless nature and why she was destined to become the next Head

Dragon.
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Idea 3
The Machinist's Respite: A Lost Chapter

This bonus chapter takes place during the six months John Mischler spent recovering

in Pui Chu's care after being left for dead in Tajikistan. It explores the quiet,

unguarded moments between the assassin and the Triad leader as their relationship

deepens from caregiver and patient into something far more complex and intimate.

Why this works: The sudden marriage of John and Pui Chu is a pivotal moment in Three

Honest Men. This story fills in the emotional gaps, showing readers the foundation of their

unlikely bond and offering a rare look at the vulnerable side of two of the story's most

dangerous characters.

Idea 4
The Aguilar Debriefing: A Classified FBI File

Presented as a transcript from a classified FBI internal review, this file features

Special Agent Jennifer Aguilar's official debriefing. She answers questions about her

undercover role at The Leather Saddle, her professional assessment of Carl Mischler,

and her complex dynamic with her partner, Ed Moskalek.

Why this works: Jennifer is a key figure in the first act who then disappears, leaving

readers curious. This debriefing provides closure on her story while offering a new

perspective on the initial investigation, revealing the internal politics of the FBI and her

true feelings about Carl.
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Idea 5
A Matter of Trust: A Suraya Prequel Story

This prequel short story follows Suraya in the weeks leading up to her divorce and her

decision to partner with Carl. See her final interactions with her old boss, her

discovery of her husband's betrayal, and the moment she decides to risk everything

by calling the one honest lawyer she knows: Carl Mischler.

Why this works: Suraya is Carl's moral compass and business partner, but her backstory

is only hinted at. This story reveals the strength and intelligence that led her to Carl,

deepening the reader's appreciation for her character and the foundation of their crucial

partnership in Three Honest Men.

https://manuscriptreport.com?utm_source=pdf_report


ManuscriptReport.com

https://manuscriptreport.com?utm_source=pdf_report


ManuscriptReport.com

Marketing Plan

This is your personalized marketing roadmap, customized specifically for your book
and target audience. Unlike generic marketing advice, every action item here is
tailored to your book's positioning, genre, and reader demographics. The timeline is
designed to maximize your book's impact from pre-launch through ongoing promotion.
Reference the specific report sections mentioned throughout to access the
ready-made content you'll need for each phase. Track your progress through each
phase systematically, and adapt the timeline based on your launch date and available
resources.

The marketing plan for 'Three Honest Men' is designed to leverage its unique position

as a hybrid legal, espionage, and international crime thriller. We will strategically

target distinct reader personas by highlighting the book's moral complexity, authentic

procedural detail, and powerful, subversive character arcs.

• Key Insight 1: The book's strength lies in its genre-blending. We must create

separate but overlapping campaigns for legal thriller fans, spy fiction

aficionados, and readers seeking powerful female antiheroes.

• Key Insight 2: The 'Disillusioned Legal Thriller Enthusiast' and 'Espionage

Aficionado' personas are highly active in niche online communities (forums,

podcasts). Direct, targeted outreach will yield a higher ROI than broad

advertising.

• Key Insight 3: The character of Pui Chu is a significant, underutilized marketing

asset. Positioning her at the forefront of select campaigns will attract the 'Female

Power and Underworld Dynamics Seeker' audience, a growing and engaged

market segment.
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Pre-Launch Phase · Build anticipation (3 months
before release)

Timeline: T-90 days to T-1 day

1. Establish Digital Foundation & Asset Lock-in

Finalize all digital assets for consistency. Update your author website with the

'Back-Cover Blurb' and a compelling author bio. Set up your Amazon Author

Central and Goodreads author pages. Using your 'Keywords' and 'KDP

Categories' sections, finalize your book's metadata for Amazon upload. Ensure

the 'Book Positioning ("X meets Y")' statement is used consistently across all

platforms.

■ Deadline: 90 days before launch

2. Assemble and Activate ARC Team

Begin recruiting an Advanced Reader Copy (ARC) team. Target readers from your

existing email list and social media following. Simultaneously, submit 'Three

Honest Men' to services like NetGalley and BookSirens. When setting up your

profile, use the 'Genres' and 'Comparable Titles & Analysis' sections to attract

reviewers who enjoy similar complex thrillers. The goal is to secure 15-20 honest

reviews to go live during launch week.

■ Deadline: 75 days before launch

3. Develop & Launch Reader Magnet

Create a compelling reader magnet to build your email list. Use the 'Reader

Magnet Ideas' section for inspiration. A prequel short story focusing on John 'The

Machinist' Mischler's black-ops past or a detailed dossier on Pui Chu's rise within

the Head Dragon Gang would be highly effective. Promote this on your website

and social media channels to capture high-interest leads.

■ Deadline: 60 days before launch

4. Initiate Content Marketing Campaign

Begin executing your content strategy. Use the 'Blog Series Outline' to write and

schedule 2-3 blog posts before launch. Focus on topics that resonate with your
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'Audience Personas Analysis', such as 'The Reality of FBI Surveillance Programs'

or 'The Strategic Brilliance of Female Crime Bosses in Fiction.' Share these posts

with your growing email list and on platforms like LinkedIn (for legal professionals)

and Reddit's r/spyfiction.

■ Deadline: Start 45 days before launch

5. Begin Social Media Teaser Campaign

Start teasing the book on your primary social media platforms. Use the 'Themes

and Tropes' to create compelling graphics and discussion prompts. Create

character introduction posts for Carl, John, Ed, and especially Pui Chu. Use

variations from the 'Ad Copy Variations' section as captions. The goal is to build

intrigue around the central ironic question of the title: Who are the three honest

men?

■ Deadline: 30 days before launch

Launch Phase · Maximize visibility (Launch week
through Month 1)

Timeline: Launch Day to +30 days

1. Launch Day Blitz

Execute a coordinated launch day push. Send a launch announcement to your

email list. Post across all social media channels using prepared launch graphics

and copy from 'Ad Copy Variations'. Remind your ARC team to post their reviews.

Monitor your book's ranking and engage with any comments or mentions online.

■ Deadline: Launch Day

2. Activate Targeted Paid Advertising

Launch paid ad campaigns on Amazon and Facebook/Instagram. For Amazon

Ads, use your 'Keywords' and 'Comparable Titles & Analysis' to target readers

searching for similar books. For Facebook, create 3 distinct ad sets based on the

'Audience Personas Analysis': 1) Legal Thriller fans (targeting interests like John
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Grisham, ABA Journal), 2) Espionage fans (targeting interests like Spybrary, Lee

Child, The Economist), and 3) Female Power Seekers (targeting interests like

Book Riot, Asian cinema, strong female protagonist).

■ Deadline: Launch Week

3. Execute Media & Influencer Outreach

Begin your targeted outreach campaign. Use your customized 'Sales Pitches' and

'Press Release Template' to contact niche media outlets. Pitch guest appearances

on podcasts like 'Spybrary' or legal/crime podcasts. Reach out to

Bookstagrammers and BookTokers who specialize in thrillers or feature strong

female leads, offering a physical copy for review.

■ Deadline: Weeks 1-2

4. Leverage Topical Discussions

Monitor the news cycle and engage in relevant conversations. Use the 'Timely

Angles & News Hooks' section to craft social media posts, blog comments, or

even a short op-ed. For example, if there's news about US-China espionage, post

a thread about the character Norman (Ming-Chen Tu) and the realities of

commercial spying.

■ Deadline: Weeks 2-4

5. Run a Launch Price Promotion

Consider a limited-time launch price for the ebook (e.g., $2.99 for the first 7 days)

to encourage impulse buys and help trigger Amazon's algorithms. Announce the

price drop to your email list and in your paid ads to create urgency.

■ Deadline: Launch Week

Post-Launch Phase · Sustain momentum (Months
2-6)

Timeline: Months 2-6 post-launch
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1. Repurpose High-Performing Content

Analyze which pre-launch blog posts and social media content performed best.

Repurpose them into new formats. Turn the most popular post from your 'Blog

Series Outline' into a short YouTube video or an infographic. Expand a popular

Twitter thread into a full article on Medium or LinkedIn. This extends the life of

your best content.

■ Deadline: Month 2

2. Focus on Series Sell-Through

Shift marketing focus to the series aspect. Update the back matter of Book 1 to

include a direct link to 'Three Honest Men'. Run a price promotion on Book 1 (e.g.,

a Kindle Countdown Deal or Free Book Promotion) to draw new readers into the

'Head Dragon' series funnel. Mention in ad copy that 'Three Honest Men' is the

thrilling second installment.

■ Deadline: Month 3

3. Apply for a BookBub Featured Deal

Submit 'Three Honest Men' for a BookBub Featured Deal. This is highly

competitive but can generate massive sales. When submitting, use your best

review snippets and highlight the unique genre blend. Use your 'Comparable Titles

& Analysis' to select the best categories (e.g., 'Thrillers' and 'Crime Fiction').

Continue applying every 30 days if not selected.

■ Deadline: Starting Month 4

4. Engage with Niche Communities

Become an active, value-adding member of the communities where your audience

gathers. Participate in discussions on Reddit's r/legalthrillers and r/spyfiction. Join

Facebook groups dedicated to international thrillers. Answer questions and share

insights without overtly promoting your book until it's natural and appropriate to do

so. This is a long-term strategy for building an authentic author brand.

■ Deadline: Ongoing, Months 2-6
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Award Submission Strategy

1. Foreword INDIES Book of the Year Awards
Recommended Category: Thriller & Suspense

Typical Deadline: Submissions typically close in January for books published in the

previous year.

Why This Fits: One of the most prestigious awards for independent authors. The

book's complex plot, strong characterization, and high-stakes narrative make it a

strong contender in this competitive category.

Requirements: Published within the award year. Requires physical copies and an

entry fee.

2. Independent Publisher Book Awards (IPPYs)
Recommended Category: Thriller/Suspense or Mystery/Thriller

Typical Deadline: Multiple deadlines throughout the year, final deadline typically in

February.

Why This Fits: The IPPYs recognize excellence in independent publishing. The

book's international scope and blend of legal and espionage elements give it a unique

edge.

Requirements: Published within the last two years. Requires physical copies and an

entry fee.

3. Killer Nashville Silver Falchion Award
Recommended Category: Best Thriller OR Best Investigator (for Carl Mischler)

Typical Deadline: Submissions typically open in the fall and close in spring.

Why This Fits: This is a genre-specific award that celebrates excellence in thriller,

mystery, and suspense. The morally ambiguous characters and intricate plot align

well with the judges' criteria.

Requirements: Open to both traditional and independently published books.

Requires an entry fee.
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4. Chanticleer International Book Awards (CLUE Awards)
Recommended Category: Suspense / Thriller

Typical Deadline: Rolling deadlines, check website for current cut-offs.

Why This Fits: The CLUE Awards specifically seek out compelling suspense and

thriller novels. The book's tight plotting and dramatic, multi-threaded narrative make it

an ideal candidate.

Requirements: Digital submission is accepted. Requires an entry fee.

Timely Angles & News Hooks
Leverage these current trends and conversations to position 'Three Honest Men' as a

relevant, timely thriller.

1. US-China Economic Espionage

When news breaks about Chinese corporate espionage or FBI stings targeting

foreign agents, pitch media outlets using your 'Press Release Template'. Frame

the book as 'fiction that rips its plot from tomorrow's headlines,' referencing the

Norman (Ming-Chen Tu) subplot. Create social media content explaining the

basics of commercial espionage.

Best Timing: Evergreen, but especially potent during trade negotiations or major federal

indictments.

2. Debates on Government Surveillance and Civil Liberties

Connect the FBI's 'Black Snake Program' to real-world discussions about FISA

courts, the Patriot Act, and digital privacy. Write a blog post or Twitter thread titled

'Are You Being Watched? How 'Three Honest Men' Explores the Grey Line of

Federal Surveillance.' This targets the 'Disillusioned Legal Thriller Enthusiast.'

Best Timing: Whenever surveillance legislation is in the news or a major privacy story breaks.
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3. The Geopolitics of Post-Withdrawal Afghanistan

Carl's work in Afghanistan and his relationship with the warlord Atash Shuri

provides a unique angle. Position the book as a narrative that explores the

complex, personal consequences of American foreign policy. Pitch articles or

posts on 'The Warlord & The Lawyer: Fictionalizing the Human Cost of

Nation-Building.'

Best Timing: Anniversaries of the withdrawal, or when Afghanistan is in the international news.

4. The Rise of Female Leaders in Unexpected Arenas

Use Pui Chu's character arc to engage in conversations about female

empowerment. Frame her story as a subversive take on leadership, resilience,

and power in a male-dominated world. This is perfect for outreach to feminist

blogs and Bookstagrammers focused on strong female characters around

International Women's Day.

Best Timing: March (Women's History Month) and year-round during discussions of female

leadership.

Ongoing Optimization · Maintain momentum
long-term

Ongoing Habit Section(s) to Use Why it Matters Frequency
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Refresh Amazon

Ads

Keywords,

Comparable

Titles & Analysis

Amazon's ad

landscape changes

constantly. Refreshing

targets keeps ads

effective and prevents

ad fatigue for potential

readers.

Quarterly

Analyze Audience

Persona

Engagement

Audience

Personas

Analysis

Check which persona

segment (legal,

espionage, etc.) is

responding best to

your marketing and

double down on what

works.

Quarterly

Update Back Matter N/A Ensure the back matter

of all your books

promotes your newest

release and your

reader magnet,

maximizing series

sell-through.

With every

new book

launch

Pitch for Seasonal

Opportunities

Themes and

Tropes

Use themes like

'Veterans' (Veterans

Day) or 'Female

Power' (Int'l Women's

Day) to pitch for timely

promotions and media

mentions.

Seasonally
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Marketing Resources

Transform your marketing strategy with these powerful tools designed specifically for

authors. Each tool helps you execute different aspects of your marketing plan more

effectively.

ManuscriptReport.com Services
Expand your marketing arsenal with specialized reports and content deeply analyzed

by AI

• Social Media Ads/Content

Get 20 ready-to-post ads, including scroll-stopping images and compelling post

text, all designed to convert browsers into buyers. Each post is crafted to capture

your book's unique appeal and drive engagement!

• Blog Series

Transform your book into engaging blog posts. Get up to 10 professionally crafted

articles that highlight your book's key themes and insights.

• Book Bible

Unlock Your Book's Blueprint: The Book Bible. Track everything in your book from

characters, locations, timelines, plots, theories, key figures, studies, themes, and

more. Perfect for easy reference, validation, adaptation, and ensuring consistency

in sequels

Market Research & Analytics
Understand your market and track your success
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• Publisher Rocket

Research profitable keywords, categories, and competitor books for Amazon

optimization. Use this to validate your KDP category choices and discover new

keyword opportunities based on your genre analysis.

• KDSPY

Chrome extension that reveals Amazon bestseller data in real-time. Perfect for

competitive analysis and tracking how your comparisons are performing in their

categories.

• ScribeCount

Comprehensive sales dashboard that tracks royalties across all platforms. Monitor

which marketing campaigns drive actual sales and calculate your return on ad

spend.

• The Big Indie Author Data Drop Report

A collaborative initiative by the Alliance of Independent Authors (ALLi) and

industry partners that aggregates and publishes comprehensive, data-driven

insights—covering author income, publishing trends, sales channels, diversity,

and more

Email Marketing & Reader Building
Build and engage your reader community

• BookFunnel

Distribute ARCs, create reader magnets, and manage review campaigns.

Essential for building your email list using the target audience segments identified

in your report.
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• StoryOrigin

Organize newsletter swaps, group promotions, and cross-promotional campaigns.

Leverage your genre and theme data to find compatible authors for audience

sharing.

• MailerLite

Author-friendly email marketing platform with book-specific templates. Use your

audience personas to create targeted email sequences and deploy your sales

pitches to the right reader segments.

• Author.Email

Email marketing service built specifically for authors.

• Blog Series

Transform your book into engaging blog posts. Get up to 10 professionally crafted

articles that highlight your book's key themes and insights.

Book Marketing & Design
Create compelling book marketing materials

• Canva

Design book marketing graphics, social media posts, and promotional materials.

Use your book's themes and tropes to create visually appealing quote cards and

teasers.

• Book Brush

Specialized tool for creating book marketing graphics, animated promos, and

social media content. Perfect for showcasing your book alongside quotes and

reviews.
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https://storyoriginapp.com
https://mailerlite.com
https://www.authoremail.com
https://manuscriptreport.com/services/blog-series?utm_source=pdf_report
https://canva.com
https://bookbrush.com


ManuscriptReport.com

• Reedsy Design Editor

Professional book cover and marketing material designer. Create promotional

graphics that align with your book's genre and target audience.

• BookCovers.com

Offers thousands of customizable, professional premade book covers for indie

authors and publishers.

• Social Media Ads/Content

Get 20 ready-to-post ads, including scroll-stopping images and compelling post

text, all designed to convert browsers into buyers. Each post is crafted to capture

your book's unique appeal and drive engagement!

Advertising & Promotion Platforms
Advertising tools that deliver results

• Amazon Ads (KDP)

Run targeted book ads on Amazon using your keyword research and comparison

titles. Start with the three-campaign strategy: Auto, Category targeting, and Brand

defense.

• Facebook Ads Manager

Create highly targeted campaigns using your audience personas. Test different

sales pitches and creative approaches based on your target demographics.

• BookBub Partner Dashboard

Submit for featured deals and run BookBub ads. Your comparison titles and genre

analysis will strengthen your feature deal applications.

Author Platform & Community
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Build your author brand and connect with readers

• Reedsy

Connect with publishing professionals and promote your book through Reedsy

Discovery. Your comparison titles help readers understand if your book matches

their preferences.

• Goodreads Author Program

Manage your author profile, run giveaways, and engage with readers. Your genre

and theme data helps you connect with the right reader communities.

• AllAuthor

Author promotion platform with automated social media posting, book mockups,

and promotional tools. Great for maintaining consistent author presence.

• Draft2Digital

Multi-platform distribution service that gets your book into Apple Books, Kobo,

Barnes & Noble, and more. Simplifies wide distribution and provides unified sales

reporting across all platforms.

Review & Launch Management
Manage reviews and coordinate launches

• NetGalley

Professional review platform for ARCs. Submit your book with your synopsis and

press release to gain credible review coverage before launch.

• Hidden Gems Books

Book promotion service that helps connect authors with readers in their target

genres. Use your genre and audience data to find the right promotional

opportunities.
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• Written Word Media

Book promotion platform offering various promotional services including

newsletter features and social media campaigns based on your book's genre and

target audience.

• BookSirens

Professional book review platform that connects authors with reviewers and

bloggers. Upload your ARC and synopsis to get quality reviews for launch. Great

for building credible review coverage.
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